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About the Housing Project

The National Sexual Assault Housing Collaborative is comprised of the
National Alliance to End Sexual Violence, the National Organization of Sisters of
Color Ending Sexual Assault, the National Sexual Violence Resource Center, and
the National Sexual Assault Coalition Resource Sharing Project.

- Explore, identify, and elevate the complex housing needs of
sexual assault survivors throughout the lifespan.
- Raise awareness around federal policies and protections.

- Ensure the needs of sexual assault survivors are represented within all housing
conversations.

- Create dedicated spaces for sexual assault, housing and other allied
professionals interested in engaging at this unique intersection.



Why Housing Matters

* Experiencing sexual assault or violence can jeopardize a person’s housing,
while experiencing homelessness or housing insecurity can increase the
risk that someone will experience sexual assault or violence.

* While housing programs, shelters, and safe spaces have been created for
survivors of domestic violence, dedicated housing options and assistance
centering the unique needs of sexual assault survivors have not been
developed as extensively.

* Must be a separate and concerted effort to address specific housing needs
of sexual assault survivors.

* Normalize housing as a priority for survivors of sexual assault.



Findings from 2023 Listening
Session Series




Housing must be prioritized as a primary
need of sexual assault survivors.

* Housing is a basic human right, a critical social determinant of health, and a protective
factor against violence, including sexual assauilt.

* Need to move response focus to both short- and long-term.

* Must consider housing needs throughout the lifespan, not just immediately following
violence.
O |Includes folx experiencing chronic housing instability and periods of being unhoused.



Organizations serving sexual assault survivors lack the funding to
dedicate staff time to addressing individual survivors’ housing needs
and engage in housing systems advocacy.

» Lack of adequate and equitable funding directed specifically towards sexual assault and

nousing.

 Limited staff capacity due to inadequate and inequitable funding leads to gaps in services.

« Staff take on extra responsibilities or refer to housing specific programs.

» Referring to housing programs is a risk, especially if local SA and housing programs are not
cross-training staff to meet specific needs.

 Staff onboarding does not include any information specific to housing, even just the basics that

would assist in explain to survivors what to expect.




The housing system fails survivors of sexual assault by not
considering the complexity of housing needs.

* Processes implemented to access housing often have heightened and unnecessary barriers.
* Must deconstruct and reconstruct how housing is viewed.
« Housing is often constructed as individual failure rather than a symptom of systemic failure.
* The one size fits most criteria used by current housing models centers imminent physical harm
as a precursor to housing need, ignoring the variety of experiences survivors have over their
lifespan.
« System also fails to allow flexibility.




Lack of affordable and safe housing across the country has
resulted in limited opportunities to secure stability.

* Rent is increasing beyond what survivors can afford.
* Quality and livability of units that are available are less than ideal, impacting survivor safety.
» Skyrocketing non-refundable expenses just to apply for housing.

O application fees

O administrative costs

» Short term/emergency housing options are extremely limited and often unappealing for

survivors of sexual assault.



Discrimination and bias impact survivors' experiences navigating
sexual assault services and the housing system.

e Survivors shared experiences of discrimination from all levels.
e One advocate shared their clients experience of being blatantly denied after disclosing they are a
survivor of sexual assault.
e A second advocate shared “survivors can’t win.”
o A survivor disclosed their status as a survivor to explain a past eviction, but it only led to fear
from the landlord that the survivor presented a potential nuisance to the living environment.
e Survivors in communities of color face elevated bias, especially in communities where culturally
specific programs are nonexistent or inadequately funded.




Recommendations Moving
Forward




Investing in robust housing advocacy.

Increasing access to funding opportunities including dedicated streams for
meetings housing needs of sexual assault survivors and more flexible options.

Ensuring there are dedicated housing staff at all levels.
Building intentional infrastructure.

Expanding training opportunities with an emphasis on cross-training
sexual assault and housing professionals.




Emerging Trends, Barriers, and
Innovation from the Field
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Sexual assault can happen anywhere, anytime, to

Adult survivors of childhood sexual abuse
and survivors of adult sexual assault may
have long term economic impacts directly
resulting from the trauma of abuse that may
make 1t difficult for them to find and keep safe
housing.
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Ways to Get Involved

Whether you are deeply engaged in housing work
or interested in getting started, all are welcome.

NAESV Sexual Harm and Housing Listserv

Monthly Office Hours
© Third Thursday of the month at 2pm EST

Additional Webinars + Trainings

Individual Training Requests
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Thank You!
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